
OPINION 
On the competition for the academic position Associate Professor in Film Studies, 
Film Art, and Television (Bulgarian Documentary Cinema), professional field 8.4. 
Theater and Film Art, announced in Official Gazette No 60 of 29.07.2022 for the 
needs of the Screen Arts Department of the Institute of Art Studies, BAS. 
With one candidate – Senior assistant Teodora Emilova Stoilova-Doncheva 
By Assoc. Prof. PhD Alexander Donev Angelov, Institute of Art Studies, professional 
field 8.4 Theory of Arts, Theater and Film Studies in his capacity of member of the 
Academic Jury, acc. to Or. 512-РД/15.09.20022 of the Director of the IAS 
 
I. General description of the submitted materials 
1. Data on the Applicant 
The following academic works of the candidate, which have not been used to acquire 
the educational and scientific degree "PhD", are accepted for consideration: the 
author's monograph Bulgarian Post-totalitarian Documentary Cinema: Methods, 
Trends, Authors, Films, Analyses (Sofia, IAS-BAS, 2021, 263p.) and 11 more 
articles, published in the academic collections (Art Studies Readings, Module New 
Art. /2021, 2020, 2019, 2018, 2017 /, etc.) and specialized journals such as Art 
Studies Quarterly and the journal Cinema. The attached list of citations shows that 
the candidate has a total of 11 citations in monographs, academic collections, and 
articles.  
Also submitted are an application for admission to the competition, a professional 
curriculum vitae in accordance with the European model, diplomas of higher 
education (Master's degree), a diploma for the PhD and a general list of publications 
(with annotations) and a copy of the habilitation thesis, a reference of the original 
academic contributions of the habilitation thesis, a card from NCID certifying 
fulfilment of the minimum national requirements under Article 26, paragraph 2 and 3, 
and the requirements of Art. 26,  para. 5 of ADAS, as well as the minimum 
requirements of the Institute of the Institute of Art Studies - BAS.   
The submitted documents meet all the requirements and provide sufficient and 
complete information about the applicant's contributions and publications. 
2. Data on the applicant 
The candidate has 11 years of experience working at the Institute of Art Studies, 
where she obtained her PhD degree and since 2015 has held the position of Senior 
Assistant in the Screen Arts Department.   
 
3. General characteristics of the candidate's academic works and achievements 
The candidate has worked and submitted publications in the following areas of the 
competition: 



- Theoretical and aesthetic aspects of documentary cinema with emphasis on 
documentary reenactment and problems of identity. 
- Historical and artistic specificity of Bulgarian documentary cinema after 1989. 
The quantitative indicators of the criteria for holding the academic position of 
Associate Professor have been met - generally according to ADAS and more 
specifically according to the Regulations on the Conditions and Procedure for the 
Acquisition of Academic Degrees and for Holding Academic Positions at the Institute 
for Art Studies.   
No plagiarism has been found in the academic works submitted to the competition. 
4. Characteristics and evaluation of project work and other activities 
During the time she has held the position of Senior Assistant the candidate has 
presented 7 papers at the annual international conference Art Studies Readings, 
organized by the Institute of Art Studies - BAS. She has participated in numerous 
other conferences and academic forums held in Bulgaria. 
The candidate has participated in 3 academic projects, one project with a popular 
scientific orientation (the exhibition "Vasil Gendov. Life between the theatre and the 
cinema"). She is the author of two scripts for feature films and eight for 
documentaries and series, supported for realization by NFC. She actively takes part in 
the academic life and organizational activities of the Institute of Art Studies. 
5. Content analysis of the candidate's academic and applied achievements 
contained in the competition materials 
The candidate's academic works cover the subject of the competition, presented as 
papers at reputable scientific conferences or published in academic journals. The 
main contribution of these works is related to deepening and enriching the knowledge 
of contemporary Bulgarian documentary cinema. Its achievements and problems are 
analyzed in close relation to the interpretation of current social and historical 
processes in the development of contemporary Bulgarian society. It is important to 
note the candidate's characteristic ability to transfer her experience from academic 
research into her artistic and creative activity as a scriptwriter of feature and 
documentary films.    
The habilitation thesis Bulgarian Post-totalitarian Documentary Cinema: Methods, 
Trends, Authors, Films, Analyses (Sofia: IAS-BAS, 2021, 263 p.) represents a 
fundamentally and qualitatively new stage of the candidate's academic development. 
It explores a different, much broader, and considerably more complex field than the 
topics developed by Sen. Ass. Dr. Teodora Doncheva in her doctoral dissertation, 
entitled 21st Century Bulgarian Television Series in a Socio-Cultural Context. 
Product Positioning in Bulgarian Television Series. Relationships and Sociocultural 
Context (2015) as well as in her first planned project as a senior research assistant 
dedicated to reenactments as a technique in documentary filmmaking. The research 
conducted in the development of the habilitation thesis is the result of the candidate's 
participation in the research project Post-totalitarian Bulgarian Cinema - Models and 



Identities, supported by the Bulgarian Science Fund of the Ministry of Education and 
Science, with supervisor Prof. Nadezhda Marinchevska. 
The monograph with the same title presented for evaluation by the scientific jury of 
the competition represents the first comprehensive study of Bulgarian documentary 
cinema in the period after 1990. It attempts to cover the film phenomena of this 
cinema in its entirety and at the same time in sufficient depth. The methodology of 
the scientific work is interdisciplinary, going beyond classical film studies and film 
history, using research concepts from the fields of history, sociology, political 
science, cultural studies, and the study of other arts. This allows the author to analyze 
not only specific films, thematic nuclei, genre trends and the creative styles of 
individual directors, but also to outline the overall cultural and cinematic context of 
documentary filmmaking during the period under consideration. It reaches 
conclusions and generalizations that go beyond the characterization of documentary 
filmmaking alone but create a more general panorama of the processes in Bulgarian 
art and society after 1990.     
6. Critical comments and recommendations 
I have no critical remarks to the peer-reviewed works and the activities of the 
candidate, as well as for the future use of the academic and practical contributions of 
the candidate. 
7. Personal impressions about the candidate 
I have known the candidate for over 10 years ago and have excellent impressions of 
her modesty, hard work, sense of responsibility, scientific competence, and 
collegiality. She possesses all the necessary personal and professional qualities to 
hold the position of Associate Professor and is one of the colleagues who are an 
example of respect and who contribute to maintaining the high academic and public 
prestige of the Institute of Art Studies – BAS. 
8. Conclusion on the application 
Having read the materials and academic works submitted in the competition and on 
the basis of the analysis of their significance and scientific and applied contributions 
contained therein, I confirm that the scientific achievements meet the requirements of 
ADASRB, RIDASRB and the Rules on the Conditions and Procedure for Acquiring 
Science Degrees and Holding Academic Positions at BAS and Procedures for the 
Acquisition of Scientific Degrees and for Acquiring of Academic Positions at the 
Institute of Art Studies. 
The candidate meets the minimum national requirements in the professional field and 
no plagiarism has been found in the scientific works submitted to the competition. 
I give my favorable opinion on the application. 
 
 
 



II. Overall conclusion 
After reading the materials and academic papers presented in the competition, 
making analysis of their significance and scientific and applied contributions 
contained in them, I give my positive assessment with full conviction and recommend 
the Scientific Jury to propose to the Scientific Council of the Institute Art Studies of 
the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences to elect Sen. Ass. Dr. Teodora Emilova Stoilova-
Doncheva to acquire the academic position of Associate Professor in the field of 
higher education 8. Arts, professional field 8.4. Theatre and Film Art, academic field 
Bulgarian Documentary Cinema.   
 
 
 

Assoc. Prof. Alexander Donev, PhD Date: 
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