
OPINION 
 

On the competition for acquiring the academic position Professor in Film Studies, 
Film Art, and Television (theory and history of screen art), professional direction 8.4 
Theater and Film Art, for the needs of the Screen Arts Department of the Institute of 
Art Studies, BAS, published in State Gazette issue 65, 12.08.2022 and on the Internet 
site of the Institute of Art Studies   
By Assoc. Prof. Dr Alexander Donev Angelov, Institute of Art Studies, prof. dir. 8.4, 
Theory of Arts, Theater and Film Art in his capacity of member of the academic jury 
In accordance with ord. № 537-РД/07.10.2022 of the Director of the IAS 
 
A single candidate has applied for the competition: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Andronika 
Martonova, IAS-BAS 
I. General description of the submitted materials 
1. Data on the application 
For participation in the competition, the candidate Andronika Martonova submitted a 
list of academic publications, including one monograph Between Migration and 
Sedentariness: The Exotic Other and the New Bulgarian Cinema (Towards the 
Cultural Fields of Identity, Difference, and the Own/Stranger Discourse - main 
habilitation thesis) and 56 articles and studies, 7 of them indexed in Web of Science 
or Scopus.  
The following scientific works, which have not been used to obtain the degree of 
Doctor of Education and Science and to hold the academic position of Associate 
Professor and are in the subject of the competition, are accepted for consideration: 
- one monograph (basic habilitation work). 
- 11 publications in Bulgarian and foreign scientific journals and scientific forums. 
Also submitted are the application for admission to the competition, a professional 
curriculum vitae in accordance with the European standard, diplomas of higher 
education (Master's degree), diploma for the degree of Doctor of Education and 
Science, certificate for the academic position of Associate Professor, a complete list 
of academic publications after obtaining the academic position of Associate Professor 
(with abstracts of 11 of them), copies of the habilitation thesis and of eleven studies 
and articles, reports on editorial, pedagogical and teaching activities, on citations, on 
original scientific contributions of the habilitation thesis and summarized 
contributions related to the scientific articles and studies, list of participations in 
international and national conferences after obtaining the academic position of 
Associate Professor, card from NACID certifying the fulfilment of the minimum 
national requirements under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3 and requirements acc. to Art. 2b, 
para. 5 Para. 5 of ADAS, as well as the minimum requirements of the IAS-BAS. 



The submitted documents meet all the requirements and provide full information 
about the applicant's contributions and publications. 
2. Details of the applicant 
The candidate has over 20 years of experience working at the Institute of Art Studies 
at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, where she obtained her Ph.D. degree and 
since 2012 has held the position of Associate Professor in the Screen Arts 
Department.   
3. General characteristics of the candidate's academic works and achievements 
The candidate has worked and submitted publications in the following areas of the 
competition: 
- Theoretical and aesthetic aspects of the problems of identity, "otherness" and the 
transnational in contemporary cinema. 
- Historical and artistic specificity of transnational issues in Bulgarian cinema. 
The quantitative indicators of the criteria for holding the academic position of 
Professor have been met and even exceeded - in general, according to the Act on the 
Academic Degrees and Academic Positions at the Institute for Art Studies.   
No plagiarism has been found in the scientific works submitted to the competition. 
4. Characteristics and evaluation of project work and other activities 
During the ten years she has held the position of Associate Professor, the candidate 
has presented 64 papers at international and national conferences, seminars, and 
round tables.  Martonova is a member of four editorial boards of national and 
international academic journals and has edited three scientific books (one of them co-
authored). She has co-supervised four successfully defended PhD students, given 
three master classes, and taught seven university courses (five of which she 
authored). The candidate has been involved in seven research projects, three of which 
have been supported by the Research Fund and two of which have had international 
participation. She has numerous popular science and other publications, participation 
in juries in connection with academic procedures, film festivals and other expert 
activities.  She led the Screen Arts Department from 2015 until December 2022. 
Martonova actively participates in the academic and organizational activities of the 
Institute of Art Studies-BAS. 
5. Analysis of the candidate's academic and applied achievements contained in 
the competition materials. 
The candidate's academic works are fully relevant to the competition's subject matter, 
they have been presented as papers at reputable scientific conferences or published in 
scientific journals. Her interests focus on a wide range of issues related to the study 
of identity and the transnational in contemporary screen arts. Andronika Martonova's 
research is closely related to some of the most current trends in contemporary film 
theoretical knowledge, concerning topics such as globalization, social 
transformations brought about by digitalization, intercultural interactions, and the 



synthesis of different arts. The methodology she applies is predominantly 
interdisciplinary with an emphasis on film-theoretical research. Along with this, her 
research is based on a thorough study of archival sources and contemporary sources, 
on the ability to discover the historical roots of the current phenomena under study. 
The most striking example of this is the monograph Between Migration and 
Sedentariness: The Exotic Other and the New Bulgarian Cinema (2021). It is the first 
comprehensive study of its kind in Bulgaria in the field of screen arts on the 
dynamics between "other" and "own", between identity and "otherness", analyzed in 
the context of current issues of migration. The manifestation of thematic motifs and 
interpretations related to these ideas in a series of new Bulgarian films from the 
beginning of the 21st century is examined in depth. All issues are situated in the 
context of today's world cinema and of modern ideas developed in a wide range of 
contemporary social sciences. 
At the heart of the monograph is the problem of the 'exotic other'. In this cultural 
metaphor, Martonova recognizes a fundamentally new theme for Bulgarian cinema, 
and for contemporary art in general, which occupies increasingly significant artistic 
territories, especially in the past second decade of the twenty-first century. The author 
particularly emphasizes the specific meaning she puts into the notion of otherness. 
She uses it not so much in the context of the most recent sociological studies of the 
first decades of the twenty-first century, which understands it as a characteristic of 
various kinds of minorities and other vulnerable groups in developed Western 
societies. Martonova uses it in its more traditional sense, akin to interpretations of 
existentialism. In these, the 'other' is the stranger, the unknown, the distant, rather 
than the other who lives within the community. 
It is also worth noting that, along with its scientific novelty and research value, 
Andronika Martonova's monographic work demonstrates her ability to skillfully 
direct her interests as a scholar, organically combining the continuity of her previous 
searches with the development of new fields of film analysis. 
The remaining scholarly publications submitted as competition materials, dated 
between 2014 and 2021, vividly present the evolution of the candidate's research 
accomplishments and methodological approaches. At the same time, they are 
distinguished by their own thematic findings and original theoretical formulations. 
Such is the nature of the research on traumatic film memory manifested in 
contemporary Bulgarian documentary cinema (The Traumatic View of Film 
Memory: Forced Assimilation in the Focus of Post-Totalitarian Bulgarian 
Documentary Cinema. // Balkanistic forum: DREAMERS AND VISIONARIES, 
XXX, 3. Blagoevgrad, Neofit Rilski University, 2021). A high degree of universality, 
combined with in-depth understanding of cinema, is also achieved in the study of the 
children's theme in Japanese cinema based on the work of Hirokazu Koreeda (Boys 
don’t cry: the image of the children as a social problem in Hirokazu Koreeda's films. 
// Central Asian Journal of Art Studies, 2, 2, T. Zhurgehov Kazakh National 
Academy of Arts, Almaty, Kazakhstan, 2016).  An important contribution to current 
research on the relationship between digital media and contemporary social 



transformations is the article The Undervalued Reality (Post-Tiananmen in Chinese 
Independent Documentary Cinema). - In: Welcome to Cyberia - notes on digital 
terrain. Sofia, Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic 
Museum - BAS, 2014.  
 
6. Critical comments and recommendations 
I have no critical remarks to the peer-reviewed works and the activities of the 
candidate, as well as for the future use of the academic and applied contributions of 
the candidate. 
 
7. Personal impressions about the candidate 
I have known the candidate since the time of her studies at NATFA and have 
excellent impressions of her development as a scientist. She possesses the necessary 
moral and professional qualities for the position of professor. As a scientist and 
academic colleague, Andronika Martonova is an example worthy of respect. With her 
overall activity she contributes to maintaining the high academic and public prestige 
of the Institute of Art Studies. 
 
8. Conclusion on the candidature 
Having read the materials and scholarly works submitted in the competition and on 
the basis of the analysis of their significance and scientific and applied contributions 
contained therein, I confirm that the academic achievements meet the requirements of 
the Act on Scientific Degrees and Academic Positions at the Bulgarian Academy of 
Sciences, the Regulations on the Conditions and Procedures for the Acquisition of 
Scientific Degrees and for the Occupation of Academic Positions at the Institute of 
Art Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Regulations on the 
Conditions and Procedures for the Acquisition of Scientific Degrees and for the 
Occupation of Academic Positions at the Institute of Art Studies at the Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences. 
The candidate meets the minimum national requirements in the professional field and 
no plagiarism has been found in the scientific works submitted for the competition. 
I give my favorable opinion of the application. 
 
II. General conclusion 
After reading the materials and academic works presented in the competition, 
analysis of their significance and scientific and applied contributions contained in 
them, I give my fully confident positive assessment and recommend the Scientific 
Jury to propose to the Scientific Council of the Institute of Art Studies of the 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences to elect Associate Professor Dr. Andronika 



Martonova to take the academic position of "Professor" in a field of higher education 
professional field 8.4. Theatre and Film Arts, academic specialty History and Theory 
of Cinema.   
 
03. 01. 2023 г.     The opinion was prepared by: 
      Assoc. Prof. Alexander Donev 


