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Pentatonicism in the Slovak Folk Songs
of Stara Pazova, Serbia

Kristina Lomen*

Abstract: This study deals with pentatonicism in the Slovak folk songs
of Stara Pazova in Vojvodina, the Republic of Serbia, which is one of the
largest Slovak localities in this region today. Compared to Slovak folk
songs in other localities in Vojvodina and Slovakia, the folk songs of the
Slovaks of Stara Pazova differ in terms of several specificities. One of these
is pentatonicism, which is uncharacteristic of Slovak folk songs today.
The author has arrived at the relatively ample occurrence of pentatonic
songs in this locality thanks to the classification method of Zoltan Kodaly,
who researched the presence of pentatonicism in Hungarian folk songs.
In his classification method, Kodaly considers not only the so-called pure
pentatonicism, but also pentatonicism blended with major/minor tonality.
This study analyses the musical structure of the Slovak pentatonic songs
of Stard Pazova drawing on the results of Kodaly’s research. Based on the
analysis, the author presents her own elucidation of the possible origin of
pentatonicism in the Slovak folk songs of this locality.

Keywords: pentatonicism, pentatonicity, series of notes, classification, folk
songs, local song repertoire, ethnic minority

Research focusing on the song traditions of ethnic minorities is

an important concept in contemporary ethnomusicology [Stokes, 2001;
Hemetek, Lechleiter, Naroditskaya, Czekanowska, 2004; Urbancova,

*Mgr. art. Kristina Lomen, PhD - Institute of Musicology of the Slovak Academy
of Sciences; ORCID: 0000-0003-2166-6875; e-mail: kristina.lomen@savba.sk

33



Boaeapcxo mysurxosnanue / Bulgarian Musicology e 1/ 2024

Bibliography

Abraham, Gerald (2003). Struc¢né dejiny hudby. Bratislava: Hudobné
centrum, 2003.

Bartok, Béla (2019). Slovenské ludové piesne. Vol.1- 3. Eds. Oskar
Elschek, Alica Elschekova. Bratislava: Hudobné centrum; Veda — Vydavatel'stvo
Slovenskej akadémie vied, 2019.

Bate, Philip and Michael Musgrave (2001). Carl Engel. — In: The New
Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians. Vol. 8. New York: Oxford University
Press, 2001, pp. 202 — 203.

Brailou, Constantin (1953). La musique russe, roc€. 2. Paris: Presses Uni-
versitaires de France, 1953.

Brailou, Constantin (1999). A Problem of Tonality (The Pentatonic
Metabole). — In: East European Meetings in Ethnomusicology 6, 1999, pp. 123 —137.

Danckert, Werner (1966). Tonreich und Symbolzahl in Hochkulturen
und in der Primitiven Welt. Bonn: Bouvier Verlag, 1966.

Day-O’Connell, Jeremy (2001). Pentatonic. — In: The New Grove Dictionary
of Music and Musicians. Vol. 19. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001,
pp. 315-317.

Eslchekova, Alica and Oskar Elschek (2005). Uvod do $tudia slovenskej
Iudovej hudby. Bratislava: Hudobné centrum, 2005.

Eésze, Lasz16 (2000). Kodély és Bartok. — In: Ordkségiink Koddly: Vilogatott
tanulmdnyok. Budapest: Osiris, 2000, pp. 205 - 214.

Erdély, Stephen (1987). Complementary Aspects of Bartok’s and Kodaly’s
Folk Song Researches. — In: Barték and Koddly Revisited. Indiana University Studies
on Hungary 2. Budapest: Akadémiai Kiado, 1987, pp. 79 — 98.

Grove, George (1900). A Dictionary of Music and Musicians. Vol. 4.
London: Macmillan and Co. Limited; New York: The Macmillan Company,
1900.

Hemetek, Ursula, Gerda Lechleitner, Inna Naroditskaya and Anna
Czekanowska, Eds. (2004). Manifold Identities: Studies on Musicand Minorities.
London: Cambridge Scholars Press, 2004.

Kme¢, Martin (1991a). Pentatonika u Medimurju i Staroj Pazovi — slicnosti
i razlike. — In: Narodna umjetnost. Rasprave i prilozi uz stogodisnjicu rodjenja Vinka
Zganca (Cakovec, 25 — 27/10/1990). Posebno izdanje 3, Zagreb, 1991, pp. 367 — 376.

Kme¢, Martin (1991b). Mogucnosti etnomuzikoloskog objasnjenj pojave
pentatonike u Staroj Pazovi i u Medumurju. — In: Folklor u Vojvodini 5, 1991,
pp- 79 - 90.

Kmet, Martin (1996): Tematicko-obsahové, hudobno-strukturalne
a prednesové zvlastnosti staropazovskych piesni. — In: Slovenské I'udové piesne zo
Starej Pazovy. Backi Petrovac: Kultara, 1996, pp. 20 — 36.

Kodaly, Zoltan (1970). Pentatonicism in Hungarian Folk Music. — In:
Ethnomusicology, 1970, Vol. 14, Ne 2, pp. 228 — 242.

Krekovicova, Eva (2018). Piesne a etnicka identifikacia Slovakov v Ma-
darsku. Vyskum z obdobia 1991 - 2017. Bratislava: VEDA, vydavatelstvo SAV;
Ustav etnoldgie a socidlnej antropoldgie SAV; Békesska Caba : Vyskumny tistav
Slovakov v Madarsku, 2018.

Kresanek, Jozef (1951). Slovenska Iudova piesen zo stanoviska
hudobného. Bratislava: Slovenska akadémia vied a umeni, 1951.

51



Kristina Lomen ® Pentatonicism in the Slovak Folk Songs of Stard Pazova, Serbia

Kresanek, Jozef (1982). Tonalita. Bratislava: Opus, 1982.

Lilge, Karol (2010). Stara Pazova, monografia. Myjava: tlacou a ndakladom
D. Pazického, 1932, reprint in 2010. Stard Pazova: Miestny odbor Matice
Slovenskej, 2010.

Lomen, Kristina (2020). Pentatonika v tradi¢nom speve Slovakov v Starej
Pazove (Srbsko): tedria, typy, genéza. — In: Musicologica Slovaca, 2020, Vol. 11
[37], Ne 2, pp. 205 - 273.

Lomen, Kristina (2021). Tradicna piestiova kultara Slovakov v Starej
Pazove v Srbsku. Bratislava: Institute of Musicology of the Slovak Academy of
Sciences, 2021.

Lomen, Kristina (2022). Ornamented Singing in the Folk Songs of the
Slovaks in Stara Pazova, Serbia. — In: New Sound: International Journal of Music,
2022, Vol. 60, Ne 2, pp. 106 — 133.

Miklovic, Jaroslav (2002). Stara Pazova 1769 — 1794. Bratislava:
Vydavatelstvo ESA; Nadlak: Vydavatelstvo Ivan Krasko, 2002.

Riemann, Hugo (1916). Folkloristische Tonalitdtsstudien. I. Pentatonik
und tetrachordale Melodik im schottischen, irischen, walisischen,
skandinavischen und spanischen Volkslieder und im gregorianischen Gesange.
Leipzig: Breitkopf & Hartel, 1916.

Siracky, Jan (1971). Stahovanie Slovakov na Dolnt zem v 18. a 19. storo¢i.
Martin: Matica Slovenska, 1971.

Stokes, Martin (2001). Ethnomusicology — Contemporary Theoretical
Issues. — In: The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians. Vol. 8. New York:
Oxford University Press, 2001, pp. 386 — 395.

Szabolcsi, Bence (1943). Five-Tone Scales and Civilization. — In: Acta
Musicologica, 1943, Vol. 15, Ne 1, pp. 24 — 34.

Szabolcsi, Bence (1965). A History of Melody. New York: St. Martin
Press, 1965.

Urbancova, Hana (2016). Vybrané kapitoly zdejin slovenskej
etnomuzikologie. Bratislava: Institute of Musicology of the Slovak Academy of
Sciences, 2016.

Windakiewiczowa, Helena (1933). Pentatonika w muzyce polskiej
ludowej. — In: Kwartalnik Muzyczny V, 1933, Ne 17/18, pp. 1 - 26.

bannn, Aaekcangp A. (1983). Ilamsartu K. B. Ksurtku: CoopHMK craTei.
Mocksa: Coserckuit kommniozutop, 1983 [Banin, Aleksandr A. (1983). Pamyati
K. V. Kvitki: Sbornik statey. Moskva: Sovetskiy kompozitor, 1983].

Axyaxes, CtosH (1956). Teopus na 6barapckata HapoaHa Mysuka. T. 2.
Meaoanxka. Codpmt: Hayka u uskycrso, 1956 [Djoudjeff, Stoyan (1956). Teoriya
na balgarskata narodna muzika. T. 2. Melodika. Sofia: Nauka i izkustvo, 1956].

Kamaposa, Parixa (1943). YropunHcKaTa neHTaTOHMKa. — B: Mssecrmus 1a
Hapoonus emmozpapexu myseit, 1. 14, 1943, c. 78 — 93 [Katzarova, Raina (1943).
Ugarchinskata pentatonika. — In: Izvestiya na Narodniya etnografski muzey, t. 14,
1943, s. 78 — 93].

Ksutka, Kanmment (1971). IlentaToHnKa y cAaBsSHCKUX HapoAoB. — B:
Msoparnvie mpyov. T. 1. Mocksa: Coserckuii xommiozutop, 1971, c. 279 — 285
[Kvitka, Kliment (1971). Pentatonika u slavyanskikh narodov. — In: Izbrannyye
trudy: T. 1. Moskva: Sovetskiy kompozitor, 1971, s. 279 — 285].

52



