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Dobri Hristov in Our Time. The Composer’s Work 
in the Repertoire Treasury of the Sofia Music Weeks 

International Festival

Diana Danova-Damyanova

Dobri Hristov’s work – secular and sacred – takes its rightful 
place in the repertoire of the Sofia Music Weeks International Festival. His 
works have been included in more than 30 concert programmes in various 
editions of the festival. The events can be divided into several categories: 
choral concerts with secular and/or church music; a special anniversary 
celebration, held as a concert of works by Dobri Hristov on the occasion of 
the 100th anniversary of his birth in 1975; the first full performance of the 
“Liturgy of St John Chrysostom” after its premiere in the year of its creation 
(1924) on the occasion of the consecration of the St Alexander Nevski 
memorial cathedral, which officially opened the festival in 1990; concerts 
of instrumental music – symphonic, chamber, and piano, mainly in the last 
decade of the festival. The text dedicated to the 150th anniversary of the birth 
of Dobri Hristov addresses the question of how the works function and 
how he is remembered, tracing the resonance of the most striking events 
from the repertoire treasury of the first Sofia international music festival 
devoted to his timeless legacy. 
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