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Dobri Hristov and Eastern Church Singing
Yulian Kujumdzhiev

Dobri Hristov’s attitude towards the essence and development of
Eastern church singing in Bulgaria is a key point in his understanding of
how our church music should develop. An active participant in the long-
standing discussion on the “true Bulgarian church singing”, he published
a number of works in the 1920s and 1930s that revealed his assessment of
this tradition. Educated in the practice of polyphonic choral church work
and a supporter of “Bolgarskii Rospev”, Dobri Hristov perceived Eastern
singing ambiguously, and his attitude towards it shifted depending on his
understanding of how it should fit into the shaping of a church-singing
tradition with a Bulgarian sound.
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