Through the Eyes of Dobri Hristov: Ludvik Kuba’s
Collection “Pisné makedonske” (1928)
from the Series “Slovanstvo ve svych zpévech”

Veselka Toncheva

This paper examines Dobri Hristov’s review of the collection
“Macedonian Songs” (Pisné makedonské, 1928), part of the series
“Slovanstvo ve svych zpévech” (Slavdom in Its Songs), compiled by the
Czech painter, folklorist, and writer Ludvik Kuba (1863 —1956). The volume
contains song examples recorded in the territory of today’s Republic of
North Macedonia during the period from 1925 to 1927. Hristov’s review
is analysed as reflecting of his scholarly perspective within the broader
historical and geopolitical context of the Balkans and Europe at the time.
The study examines Bulgarian attitudes toward Macedonia, with particular
attention to the pan-Slavic idea and Kuba’'s role in its dissemination. The
paper presents Hristov’s classification of the songs in the collection accor-
ding to their thematic content and discusses his critical remarks concerning
the notational representation of meter and rhythm. Special emphasis is
placed on his critique of the “Europeanisation” of Bulgarian asymmetrical
meters and on the absence, in Kuba’s collection, of the characteristic 7/16
(7/8) meter. Alongside his critical observations, Hristov acknowledges
the high artistic value of the harmonic treatment of the songs and more
generally recognises Kuba’s significant contribution to Slavic folklore
studies. At the same time, he formulates specific recommendations for the
forthcoming volume of Bulgarian songs within the same series.
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