“A Number of Meters that Serve as the Basis
of our Diverse Dances”
(Folklore Hora in Dobri Hristov’s Research
on Metrorhythm)

Petyo Krastev

When presenting the irregular meters in his studies, Dobri Hristov
analysed the characteristics of the rhythmic organisation of individual
types. According to the author, some of them are “the basis of a special
dance”. This text draws attention to examples of folk round dances (hora),
through their musical accompaniment, which illustrate a variety of irregular
meters. The study also includes models from later ethnomusicological,
ethnochoreological, and regional studies related to the samples indicated
by Dobri Hristov. As a basis for the analyses along the line of horo, musical
accompaniment, “irregular meters”, personal field observations will also
be used, presenting hora that are modern “successors” of the archetype
examples.
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