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Dobri Hristov and the Musical Pedagogical Practice 
in the Bulgarian School at the Beginning 

of the 20th Century

Rossitsa Draganova

The article is dedicated to Dobri Hristov’s (1875 – 1941) contribution 
to the development of music education in Bulgaria. The music textbooks 
for the secondary schools and the pedagogical courses, which he prepared 
alone or together with Dimitar V. Radev (1874 – 1952) and Vasil Mirchev 
(1875 – 1962), are presented, as well as his authorial collections of children’s 
and school songs. The specifics of these editions are discussed in relation to 
the processes occurring in music pedagogical practice itself and to changes 
in the repertoire and educational approaches in Bulgarian schools at the 
beginning of the 20th century. The discussion on the content and the need 
for music textbooks, which took place on the pages of “Musikalen vestnik” 
in 1905, and the evolution of Dobri Hristov’s ideas for the development of 
the musical ear of adolescents are also discussed.
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