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ноември 1907, с. 8 [Yavihme na vremeto… (1907). Yavihme na vremeto za 
reshenieto na komisiyata… Muzikalna hronika. – In: Muzikalen vestnik, god. 5, 
№ 1, noemvri 1907, s. 8]. 
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with his publications. However, his purposeful and consistent musical and public 
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дело у нас. Той споделя за себе си: „нашият народ има нужда да 
учи музика, в туй той (Николай Ив. Николаев – б.а., С.В.) видя сво-
ето призвание и в тая посока изпълнява според силите дълга си“ 
[Николаев / Nikolaev, 1934, с. 7]. Тази скромност се проявява в ця-
лата му огромна музикална дейност като учител, църковнохоров и 
светски диригент, създател и ръководител на Българския музикален 
съюз, Музикалното училище, Оперната дружба… Вероятно затова 
и предоставя публицистичното перо по въпросите на „истинското 
българско църковно пеене“ на своите съратници в редакцията на 
„Музикален вестник“, получили образованието си в реномирани 
европейски музикални институции. Но неговите възгледи прози-
рат зад техните слова…
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The Role of Nikolay Iv. Nikolaev in the Discussion 
about True Bulgarian Church Singing

Stefka Venkova

The study outlines the important contributions of Nikolay Iv. Nikolaev 
to the discussion about the true Bulgarian church singing, which unfolded from 
the 1890s to the mid-20th century. His role in it is decisive, although not always 
obvious due to the fact that he does not join the polemic in the periodical press 
with his publications. However, his purposeful and consistent musical and public 
activity makes him one of the main ideologists and drivers in it. His contribution is 
undeniable in terms of searching for and publishing the chants from the repertoire 
of Bolgarskiy Rospev, in promoting and upholding the idea of their introduction 
into the liturgical practice in place of Eastern singing, in turning them into one of 
the directions of development of the new authorial polyphonic church musical 
creativity. Highlights of his work as a church conductor and as chairman of the 
Bulgarian Musical Union are presented, in which he unwaveringly pursued the 
idea of reforming Bulgarian church music.
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