
OPINION 
On the academic-research and teaching activity of Assoc. Prof. Dr Andronika 
Martonova – participant in the competition for acquiring the academic position 
PROFESSOR in Film Studies, Film Art, and Television (Theory and History of 
Screen Art), in the sphere of higher education 8. Arts, professional direction 8.4 

Theater and Film Art, published in State Gazette issue 65, 12.08.2022  
Institute of Art Studies, Screen Arts Department,  

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences  
Of Assoc. Prof. Dr Iskra Gencheva Mandova 

Department of Classical and Eastern Languages and Cultures 
Faculty of Philology, University of Veliko Tarnovo “St Cyril and Methodius” 

Member of the Scientific Jury (Ord. of the director of the IAS №537-РД/07.10.2022) 
 

1. DATA ON THE COMPETITION 
The opinion is prepared based on the decision of the Scientific Council of the 
Institute of Art Studies, Protocol No. 8, item 4/ 30.09.2022 for the election of 
members of the scientific jury, formed by Order No. 537- РД / 07.10.2022) of the 
Director of the Institute of Art Studies, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. The present 
opinion was commissioned by decision of the Scientific Jury - Protocol No. 1 of 
18.10.2022. 
The competition for the academic post of Professor in Film Studies, Film Art, and 
Television (Theory and History of Screen Art), field of higher education 8. Arts, 
professional direction 8.4. 65/12.08.2022 is for the needs of the Screen Arts 
Department, Institute of Art Studies, BAS. The only candidate for the announced 
competition is Andronika Martonova, currently Associate Professor in the same 
Department.   
From the enclosed competition documentation, it is evident that the candidate meets 
the minimum national requirements for scientific, teaching, and artistic-creative 
activity for the scientific field Arts, professional field 8.4. 2(2) and (3) of the Law on 
Theatre and Film Art for acquiring the academic position Professor, regulated by 
Art. 2б, Para 2 and 3 of ADASRB and the additional requirements in the Regulations 
on the Conditions and Procedure for the Acquisition of Scientific Degrees and for the 
Occupation of Academic Positions at the Institute of Art Studies, BAS (State Gazette 
No. 56 of 2018, in force since 06.07.2018). There were no violations of the 
competition procedure. The scientific jury was appointed in accordance with the 
required procedure, observing deadlines, quotas, and professional competences. The 
prepared documentation, to which I have been given access as a member of the jury, 
is precise and informative, and is available on the website of the IAS, which ensures 
transparency and traceability of the administrative and substantive stages of the 
development of the procedure. 



Having examined in detail the habilitation thesis and the candidate's publications, I 
declare that I have not established the existence of plagiarism under Art. 11 of the 
ADASRB and that no such reports have been received by me as a member of the 
scientific jury. 

2. DATA ON THE CANDIDATE 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Andronika Martonova holds a PhD diploma for the educational and 
academic degree Doctor in academic specialty 05.08.03 Film Studies, Film Art and 
Television with the dissertation on the subject: The Cinema of the Far East: Genre-
Narrative Structures and Cultural-Aesthetic Interactions (End of the 20th and the 
beginning of the 21st century). She graduated in Film Studies at NATFA "Krastyo 
Sarafov" and East Asian Cultures at Sofia University "Kliment Ohridski". She has 
participated in projects and specialized in China, France, Serbia, Czech Republic, etc. 
She speaks French, English, Russian, Japanese, and Korean. She has been the head of 
the Screen Arts Department at the Institute of Art Studies since 2015.  
 
3. DESCRIPTION OF SCIENTIFIC WORKS 
Associate Professor Martonova participated in the competition for professor with 1 
habilitation thesis, 6 articles and 1 study, published in scientific journals, refereed, 
and indexed in world-renowned databases of scientific information, as well as 26 
articles and 3 studies published in scientific journals and collections at home and 
abroad.  
From the attached list of publications of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Martonova it becomes clear 
that she is a member of the editorial boards of national and international scientific 
publications, a recipient of several awards for high scientific achievements, a jury 
member of prestigious film festivals in Bulgaria and abroad, a member of the UBFM 
- Critics Guild, the International Association of Film Critics, etc. 
Andronika Martonova's contribution to the promotion of Asian cinema in Bulgaria is 
undeniable, both with her scientific research on the subject and as a member of the 
International Association for the Promotion of Asian Cinema. 
 
4. SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS  
The candidate's scientific production is distinguished by several undeniable 
contributions, namely an interdisciplinary and wide-ranging study of Chinese, Korean 
and Japanese cinema, the research of which is tied to in-depth archival work: it seeks 
out, analyses, and interprets completely unknown, unexplored artefacts of screen and 
performing practice related to the dialogue between the cultures of East Asia and 
Bulgaria. 
The habilitation thesis of Assoc. Prof. Dr Martonova, related to the image of the 
Foreigner in the new Bulgarian cinema, is authorial research of high scientific value. 
The focus is on the formation of the image of the exotic and very distant Other in our 



film culture, on the perception of foreign culture and the need to look into the mirror 
of the Other. For me, as a Sinologist, of course, the most interesting chapter is 
Chapter IV, namely "The Alternative View of the Far East", where the author 
presents Asian Otherness in the context of our native reality and national 
cinematography in a very interesting and informative way. The theme of identity and 
multicultural differences through different film examples (fiction, documentary, short 
and feature films) is brought out comprehensively, broadly and in a comparative 
perspective. The numerous footnotes and the rich scientific apparatus are impressive, 
which facilitate the reader as much as possible and enrich the text with facts, terms, 
author's positions, etc. additional information on the topic.  
In her articles and studies Assoc. Prof. Dr Martonova keeps track of current trends 
and achievements of Eastern cinematography, presents the reader with the various 
genres of Asian cinema, while at the same time handles extremely accurately the 
transliteration of the relevant names into Bulgarian, following the rules imposed by 
Bulgarian specialists in the respective language, which deserves admiration. The 
topics she works on have not been studied in such depth in Bulgaria before and enrich 
scholarly knowledge significantly. I would like to focus on the articles and studies 
submitted for consideration in the competition related to China's film culture. The 
studies cover a wide perimeter and show not only the diverse interests of the 
candidate, but also her ability to analyze different thematic circles in depth: new 
media, independent filmmaking and the social environment ("Undervalued Reality 
(Post-Tiananmen in Chinese Independent Documentary Cinema)"); the continuity of 
artistic practices and the on-screen functioning of "traditional-contemporary" 
relations ("Transparent Worlds (or on aspects of the aesthetics of traditional painting 
in classical Chinese animation and beyond)"; narrative strategies in specific contexts 
of genre cinema and cultural layering in the East Asian region ("Towards the 
Fantastic in Legend of the Demon Cat (2017)". I also highlight the in-depth archival 
work related to the retrieval and placing in scholarly circulation of unknown 
information from different historical decades, showing the interaction between 
Bulgarian culture and East Asian arts ("The Forgotten Tape: From the Archives and 
History of the Bulgarian Chinese Documentary "With a Song on China" (1955); 
"Hanako: A Kabuki Actress in Bulgaria and Transylvania in the Early Twentieth 
Century").  
The candidate's scientific output in the competition for professor has been cited at 
least 100 times at home and abroad. 
5. TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
It is clear from the CV that Assoc. Prof. Dr Martonova has more than twenty years of 
experience in the specialty, and currently teaches courses on subjects such as 
"History of Asian Cinema", "Audiovisual Creativity", "Visual Culture of East Asia", 
etc., in both undergraduate and graduate programs for the needs of SU, NATFA, and 
NBU. 
 



6. CONCLUSION 
Having reviewed the results and the contributions of the only candidate in the 
competition, I conclude by stating with conviction that Assoc. Prof. Dr. Andronika 
Martonova meets all the formal and substantive requirements for holding the 
academic position of "Professor", as formulated in the ADASRB, in the Regulations 
for its Implementation and in the Regulations and conditions for acquiring academic 
degrees and academic positions at the Institute of Art Studies of the Bulgarian 
Academy of Sciences. All the above gives me full grounds to vote FOR the election 
by the Scholarly Council of the Institute of Art Studies of Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Andronika Martonova as Professor of Film Studies, Film Art, and Television 
(Theory and History of Screen Art), field of higher education 8. Arts, professional 
field 8.4. Theatre and Film Art.  
 
 
07.01.2023 г.      Author of the opinion:   
V. Tarnovo      (Assoc. Prof. Dr Iskra Mandova) 
 


